
COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 
September 10, 2019 

 
Minutes of the public hearing of the Sevier County Commissioners held this tenth day of September, 
2019, to consider a proposal to issue Bonds not to exceed $3,550,000, and potential economic impact that 
the improvements, facilities or properties financed in part with the proceeds of the Bonds may have on the 
private sector.  Meeting commenced at 7:00 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ 
Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 
250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash 
were also present. 
 
Commissioner Johnson reviewed the proposed Bond, and noted that if it is approved current taxes being 
charged would decrease slightly rather than go up due to the Sevier Valley Center Bond being retired.  He 
discussed the proposed project and the partners in the project, including where the remaining funds would 
come from for the $21 to $24 million dollar project.      
 
Commissioner Ogden said that the County and Richfield City would be requesting funds from the 
Community Impact Board seeking partial grants to go with the loans, and that these bonds would pay 
Sevier County’s portion of the loans for construction of the facility if the CIB application for grants was 
approved.  He also noted that if the grants were not approved and if the College portion of the funds were 
not available, that the County portion of the project would also end. 
 
Commissioner Brown discussed the Operation and Maintenance of the proposed facility, noting that the 
total cost of Operation and Maintenance would be be approximately $850,000, with $350,000 being 
covered from rentals and fees, with Snow College paying $125,000, Sevier County paying up to 
$125,000, and Richfield City paying the remaining $250,000.  Commissioner Brown said that the County 
portion would be capped at $125,000.  He then noted that in the future, depending on the availability of 
funds which are currently being used in the Transient Room Tax and Restaurant Tax, that it may have to 
come out of the General Fund, and there was the possibility of a tax increase for operation and 
maintenance funds. 
 
President Cook, Snow College then spoke about the importance of the project to Snow College, noting 
that part of his plan is to grow the Richfield Campus of Snow College.  To do that he would need to add 
housing, academic programs, marketing and advertising, and provide good student life and support for the 
students that are here.  He indicated this project would help provide good student life and support. 
 
The meeting was then opened for comments from the public. 
 
Sara Straw, Aurora, expressed her thoughts that we do need to invest in our community to keep it strong, 
happy, and viable for the future. 
 
Jed Maxwell, Salina City Mayor, said he appreciated the clarification on the financing of the facility and 
operation and maintenance that the Commission has given.  Then he expressed his concern that this 
project should be 100% Richfield City, and possibly Snow College, but that the County should not be 
involved in asking citizens outside of Richfield City to help fund this project.  This is a Richfield City 
recreation project, and the other communities such as Salina, Monroe, and others have handled their 
recreation projects on their own and have not asked the County for help.  He does not feel the County 
should be involved in this project. 
 
Newell Hales, Salina, long-time resident of the County and Salina City and Redmond talked about 
watching Sevier Valley Tech grow into Snow College.  He said that the construction business his family 



Sevier County Commission 
September 10, 2019 
Page 2 of 3 
 
had here for the last several years had always helped and supported the College, and that he has no 
problem with the project if Richfield City was doing this project.  He said Salina City is doing their own 
pool, and their own recreation programs, and he thinks it is wrong that Richfield City is asking the 
County to help in this project.  He said they should scale down the project so that the City and the College 
can handle it on their own and not force the rest of the County to be involved in doing the project for 
Richfield City. 
 
Richfield City Mayor Dave Ogden stated that this would be a great thing for the college to help build the 
college campus and the students here.  He said it would be a wonderful project for all of the County, 
countywide, and that everyone would be able to come year round to this facility and use it, and not just in 
the summer like in some of the other areas.  He said it would benefit everyone in the County.  He also 
stated he hopes this project doesn’t create animosity among the different residents throughout the County, 
that he has supported the County’s involvement in the Blackhawk Arena in Salina, which also benefits all 
of the County.  He said this will be a great project for all of the County and surrounding areas, and it will 
be an economic boon to all of us and not just Richfield City. 
 
Ty Jensen, Richfield, said he was raised here in Richfield, and had moved away, but he has returned and 
come back and now he loves this place.  He did not want to live here when he was younger because there 
wasn’t anything to do, but he has come back and loves this place.  He feels we are missing growth, and 
we need a new facility like this to help bring people here and help the community grow.  He feels this 
would be a good thing for Richfield. 
 
Swen Mikesell, Richfield, said he is new to the area, but has been involved with the Richfield High 
School swim team.  He said that the proposed new facility would be able to host regional swim meets, 
and possibly state swim meets, and it would be a benefit to all in the area.  He felt it would provide for 
additional growth and economy in the area. 
 
Mike Turner, Monroe, stated he lived in Richfield but recently moved to Monroe, but he still has a 
business in Richfield and has had for several years.  He is concerned about the funding of this project, and 
how it will affect us in the future.  He stated he had been on the City Council for Richfield, and had come 
to the County several years ago for help to improve the pool, but had been told no.  He noted that he still 
feels they should say no because it should be a Richfield City project.  He is concerned about the 
economy in the area, that a lot of our tax base is based on fossil fuels of coal and oil, and that in the short 
future that may go away, and that would increase the taxes to everyone, that this is too big of a facility, 
and should not be done at this time.  He said we need to broaden our tax base, bring more business to the 
area, and then we could look at something like this.  But this is the wrong time.   
 
Tanner Thompson, Richfield, indicated that to survive and grow in the next 20 years, we need to invest in 
our area and grow the area, or it will die.  He said he has a business here in Richfield, as well as a location 
in Lehi, and would love to move the business in Lehi to Richfield, but he cannot move his employees 
because we are in the middle of nowhere, there are no facilities, and they are not willing to move.  He 
feels that if we have more things for them to do and help the school grow, people would be more willing 
to move here. 
 
Kay McIff, Richfield, said we should do the project to help Snow College become a better place.  He said 
we need to work together to make it work, and it would be good for the community.  
 
Morgan Shaver, Richfield, said he started a business here and has gone from zero to 55 employees, and 
his company is not able to grow anymore because of the lack of an employee base.  He said we need this 



Sevier County Commission 
September 10, 2019 
Page 3 of 3 
 
development here in order to attract more business and more people.  He said he may have to move his 
business to where he has a larger employee base.  He said we do need to invest in the community, and 
feels this would be a good project. 
 
Julee Shepherd, Salina, stated she doesn’t understand the power struggle between the north end of the 
County and Richfield City.  She said they are in the same County, and we should all work together.  She 
is concerned about the Senior Citizens and having places for them to go.  She is also concerned that the 
businesses are not coming to fill our industrial parks in Salina and Richfield.  She said that Richfield City 
needs to raise their own money and not ask the County for help. 
 
Christal Anderson, Glenwood, said that the project will be built in stages, and that if the County’s stage, 
which is a lap pool, doesn’t go that they would lose their competition pool and they would not be able to 
continue their swim team programs in the high schools.  She said that currently there are several swim 
meets throughout the year that benefits the economy here, and that we need to continue providing a 
location for the swim teams to practice and compete.   
 
Melissa Winters, Richfield, echoed what had been said from Tanner Thompson and Christal Anderson.  
She said she is from Emery County and the area is dying because the coal plant is closing.  She urged the 
County to find a way to stay viable.  She said we need to take advantage of the opportunities that are 
available to us.  We need the economic development, and this facility, to create a good campus life.  
Recreation facilities will help bring people.  We all need to work together.  
 
Carol Lowman, Redmond, expressed concern about paying for the transportation of getting kids from 
Salina to Richfield.  She said it is closer to Gunnison, and it may be easier and better for them to take their 
children to Gunnison.  She said the County should not pay for this.  It should be Richfield City and Snow 
College.  She said she has heard a lot of assumptions, but no evidence.  Will it bring students?  Will it 
bring businesses?  She doesn’t know.  If no one has committed to come here if we build this facility, how 
will it benefit the area.  She said that the SVC has not helped Salina that much.  People drive through.  
How many rooms in Salina has it filled?  Where is the evidence?  She is looking for evidence that this 
will help Salina and other areas.  Why should the County be involved?  She was very disappointed that 
she couldn’t ask questions and get answers tonight.   
 
Angie Stubbs, Richfield, said she grew up here and graduated here, and felt like we should be investing in 
our future.  It is worth it.  She has a business here now, and hopes to bring more people in, and feels that 
this would be a good project to help build the future of the area. 
 
The Commissioners asked for any additional comments.  No other comments were given. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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